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WE WELCOME YOU ALL TO OUR SUNDAY SERVICE
AND APPRECIATE YOUR VIRTUAL PRESENCE AND PARTICIPATION.
December 27, 2020 + First Sunday After Christmas + 10:00 AM
Bolded text - said in unison by all

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal

TFWS – The Faith We Sing

* If able, please stand where indicated.

CALLED TO PRAISE AND PRAY
Prelude

"The First Noel”

Arr. David Paxton

Welcome and Announcements
*Call to Worship
Leader:
All:

God, you’ve given birth to this new year and allowed the old one to die!
You’re an in-time God! Yes, you are!

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

God, you’re allowing things to pass away, calling your children home, and breathing
new life into a new year!
You’re an on-time God! Yes, you are!
God, you bring people together and pull them apart. You reach out of this world and
into the cosmos on our behalf!
You’re an outside-of-time God! Yes, you are!
God, where hope and fear meet at the center of your new year, we find new life, in you!
You’re a “right now” God! Yes, you are! We don’t always know when you’re
coming, how you’re coming, what you’re going to do when you come.
However, we rejoice knowing that you will indeed come on time.
You control time, so your timing is the best. You’re an on-time God! Yes, you are!

*Opening Hymn
Angels from the Realms of Glory
1. Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth;
ye who sang creation's story now proclaim Messiah's birth:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.
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2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing; yonder shines the infant light:
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king.
Opening Prayer
Pastor:
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! God with us, You came to us long ago
as a helpless babe, as one in need of human love and care. You taught us how to love and care for
one another. Help us to hold on to childlike wonder, amazement, and love, and help us to love one
another all year long. Guide our feet into the way of peace, as only the Prince of Peace can lead us,
by laying down our lives for one another and serving one another. In the name of Christ, Emmanuel,
God with us, we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
God of abundant loving, please forgive your church family for our failure to uphold and
express the generosity of your ways. Forgive us for those sins of which we are ashamed,
and for the sly sins which as yet we have not recognized and brought out into your light.
Please be to us, not the God we deserve but the Savior who heaps grace upon grace.
In you alone we place our trust. Through Christ Jesus our Redeemer, Amen!
(Pausing for Silent Prayer...)
Leader:

In God you may receive the grace, mercy and peace which make renewal
undeniable. Through Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

All:

Grace, mercy, and peace: thanks be to God!

Sharing Our Joys & Concerns
Please share your joys and concerns in any of the following ways:
 Share it in the church's WhatsApp group (First UMC of Montclair).
 Write it as a comment on the wall of the Facebook Livestream.
 Send a text to Pastor Kim
Pastoral Prayer
Lord's Prayer
Children’s Message

Dr. Leslie Lester

Responsive Hymn
Holy Ground
We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.
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CALLED TO THE WORD
Psalter Reading
Psalm 148
Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike, old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and
heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who
are close to him. Praise the LORD!
Hymn of Illumination
Halle, Halle, Halleluja
Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-ja! Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-ja!
Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-ja! Halleluja! Halle-lu-ja!
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CALLED TO WORD
Old Testament

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Dr. Michael Stewart

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its
shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown
of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
*Gospel Lesson

Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in
the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." Now there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, "Master, now you are
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for
glory to your people Israel." And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed--and a sword will pierce your own soul too." There was also a
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment
she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Sermon
*Passing the Peace of Christ

"The Story Continues"

Rev. Myungim Kim

CALLED TO SHARE
Offering
*Doxology

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise God, all creatures here below:
Praise him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
CALLED TO WITNESS IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn

Once in Royal David's City
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1. Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.
2. He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.
*Sending Forth
*Circle of Blessing

Rev. Myungim Kim
Shalom to You
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Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. May God's full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.
Postlude

”Mark The Herold Angels Sing "

Arr. Stanley Saxton

Please continue to pray for all those affected by the pandemic.

