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WE WELCOME YOU ALL TO OUR SUNDAY SERVICE
AND APPRECIATE YOUR VIRTUAL PRESENCE AND PARTICIPATION.
November 29, 2020 + The First Sunday of Advent + 10:00 AM
Bolded text - said in unison by all

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal

TFWS – The Faith We Sing

* If able, please stand where indicated.

CALLED TO PRAISE AND PRAY
Prelude

" Come, O Savior Of The World" - Glenn Medloit

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus, Come.
All:
Come Lord Jesus, Come!
Leader: Rip open the sky. Make planes divert their flight paths,
Tell the mountains to duck, and rush into this sanctuary.
All:
Come Lord Jesus, Come!
leader: Come and silence the violence. Stop stray bullets that kill the innocent. Expose dealers
who peddle addiction. Make your enemies know you and tremble in your presence.
All:
Come Lord Jesus, Come!
Leader: We may fail to notice your presence. In everyday living, In casual conversations,
Or in blessings disguised as “coincidences.” Still we cry …
All:
Come Lord Jesus, Come!
*Opening Hymn

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

UMH 196

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
2.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

Opening Prayer
Pastor: Father God, we thank You that You have promised to be with us no matter what difficult
circumstances invade our lives and we lift up our many brothers and sisters in Christ who are
facing increasingly hard times. We are watching and waiting for the soon return of our Lord Jesus
Christ and join with the Spirit in praying: "Come Lord Jesus". In these increasingly difficult times,
we ask for Your strength and courage to face whatever lies ahead, knowing that the suffering of
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us... and
that nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
All: We confess, Surprising God, that our sense of anticipation has been dulled. We have
ceased to expect any wonders from your hand. We do not see the marvels around us in the
people and happenings we view as commonplace. We are not alert to your presence or your
action on our behalf. Wake us up, God, lest sleep be our death. Pardon and redeem us, that
we may escape the judgment we are bringing on ourselves. Send your light that it may
shine through us into a needy world. In Jesus’ name. Amen. (Pausing for Siler Prayer...)
Leader:

God Is the parent who loves us. We are the people of God-- forgiven, loved, and freed.

All:

We are the people of God -- forgiven, loved, and freed! Amen.

Lighting of the First Advent Candle (Hope)

The Kim Family

Reader One: If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know how to
describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around us in 2020.
All we know is that nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. We need
Advent!
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear open the heavens and
come down … To make your name known … so that nations might tremble at your presence.” So
tear through the mess, O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people
of hope.
Reader One: We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in
the mess of our world. Hope that you still see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this
light be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more.
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
Sharing Our Joys & Concerns
Please share your joys and concerns in any of the following ways:
 Share it in the church's WhatsApp group (First UMC of Montclair).
 Write it as a comment on the wall of the Facebook Livestream.
 Send a text to Pastor Kim
Pastoral Prayer
Lord's Prayer
Children’s Message
Responsive Hymn

Dr. Leslie Lester
Open Our Eyes

TFWS 2086

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.

CALLED TO THE WORD
Psalter Reading

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?
You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.
You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves.
Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for
yourself.
Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name.
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Hymn of Illumination

Change My Heart, O God

TFWS 2152

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.
You are the Potter, I am the clay. Mold me and make me, this is what I pray.
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.
Epistle Lesson

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

James Morello

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every
way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you so that you are not lacking in any spiritual
gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end,
so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
*Gospel Lesson

Mark 13:24-37

"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory. Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven. "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. "But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but

only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or
else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep
awake."
Sermon

"Expect the Unexpected"

Rev. Myungim Kim

*Passing the Peace of Christ
CALLED TO SHARE
Offering
*Doxology

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise God, all creatures here below:
Praise him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
CALLED TO WITNESS IN THE WORLD
*Closing Hymn

Soon and Very Soon

UMH 706

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!)
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; (Hallelujah!)
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We're going to see the King.
*Sending Forth
*Circle of Blessing

Rev. Myungim Kim
Shalom to You

Shalom to you now, shalom, my friends. May God's full mercies bless you, my friends.
In all your living and through your loving, Christ be your shalom, Christ be your shalom.
Postlude

”Toccata On Veni Emmanuel" - James Denton
Please continue to pray for all those affected by the pandemic.

UMH 666

